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In Memory of Professor Fang Zhao

... with love from all who have worked with,
cared about, and are thankful to you. You will

forever be missed! — COTA BOARD

Set aside grief and sadness and feel thankful that
we were given the chance to have known Fang Zhao,
because she is —

A woman of beauty and wisdom,

A mother of love and kindness,

A mentor of care and passion,

A leader of vision and strength,

A friend of character, trust and sharing,

A professional of ethics and integrity, and

A professor of devotion and great

accomplishments!
-- Ping Yi



Dear COTA Members and Friends,
Fang is a very rigorous professor with a high professional standard. She has been very successful in her career, serving
as the president of NACOTA from 2004 to 2006, the interim chair of the Civil and Environmental Engineering depart-
ment at Florida International University, and the deputy director of the Lehman Center for Transportation Research
until she passed away. Fang set a great example for us Chinese transportation professionals to learn from. We are so
proud of having her as our previous leader and a wonderful mentor. Her leaving is a big loss to COTA. Her name and
contribution to COTA will never leave our minds.
To celebrate Professor Fang Zhao's life, COTA Board of Directors has decided to host a series of events highlighted
with the following actions:
(1) Host a memorial session at the 14th Annual COTA/WCTA Technical Symposium on Jan. 23 (Sunday) in
Washington DC. Her colleagues, students, and friends will be invited to introduce her research accomplish-
ments.
(2) COTA will pull a special funds to sponsor the two ongoing PhD students of Professor Zhao to come to
Technical Symposium and the 90th TRB Annual Meeting.
(3) A COTA newsletter special issue dedicated to the memorial of Professor Fang Zhao will be published be-
fore the TRB meeting. COTA will also initiate a call for donation to help set up a Fang Zhao Endowment for
Student Fellowship.

You are greatly welcome to get involved in all the activities. If you have other suggestions, please let us know.

Best Regards,

Yinhai Wang, PhD, President of
Chinese Overseas Transportation Association (COTA)

Fang Zhao Endowment
for Women’s Leadership in Engineering

Please join us in a fundraising effort in memory of Dr. Fang Zhao. An endowment fund for
“Women’s Leadership in Engineering” has been established in her memory. To contribute to this
fund, please refer to the details below.

Pay to: FIU Foundation
Memo: Fang Zhao Endowment for Women Leadership in Engineering
Lilia Silverio-Minaya

Dean's Office, College of Engineering and Computing
Wire Instructions:

Bank: Wachovia Bank

ABA #: 031-201-467

Account #: 2-1000-1696-6874 (DEPOSITORY
ACCOUNT)

Account Name: Florida International University

Florida International University
10555 West Flagler Street, Suite 2471
Miami, FL 33174
305.348.6878
Isilveri@fiu.edu

OR MAIL TO:

Xiaogang Zeng (Fang Zhao's family)
7385 SW 123rd Street Please put “Fang Zhao” in the memo or notes section.

Miami, FL 33156

Foundation, Inc.
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Seeing the lights of Miami disappear into the night sky as the plane climbed to high
altitudes on December 4, 2010, | wish what had happened in the last two days was
simply a bad dream. Bad dreams can always be forgotten in the light of a new day, but
| knew it was real as uncontrollable tears gushing down my face.

| flew to Miami two days ago to visit Fang, who was fighting an aggressive lung
cancer in Miami’s Baptist Hospital. After several months of persistent coughing and
under her husband Xiao Gang’s urge, Fang finally visited a doctor and was diagnosed
with Stage-IV lung cancer on August |3, 2010. Even though | was devastated by the
news, | had hoped she would fight the disease in defiance of all her doctors’ expecta-
tions and contain the cancer cell growth with new treatment. Somewhere | read that
cancer research has made the biggest stride in the past decade, making the survival
rate much higher than what it was in the last century.

No one was prepared to see this cancer spread so fast. Within a three and a half
month time period, the cancer cells had devoured her entire left lung, despite the chemo and other treatments. When the
radiologist revealed this fact in the hospital on Friday morning, 12/03/2010, | felt my body could no longer hold my sinking
heart. Only two weeks ago, in response to my deeply concerned email to her, Fang wrote back ensuring me that she was
fine and asking me not to worry too much about her. It would be her last email to me. Her condition deteriorated rapidly in
the few days after the email. She did not even have the opportunity to start a new clinical trial, which offered encouraging
results to lung cancer patients with ALK gene mutation for which Fang was tested positive.

Fang and | first met about |6 years ago at a conference in Pittsburg, PA. Like most people, | was initially impressed by
her beauty that she never fully realized. Fang is attractively tall at 1.76M (a she considered embarrassing in her youth as she
later shared with me). Her beauty was complemented by both intelligence and elegance. We did not immediately become
good friends, even though each of us made unique first impressions. A friendship developed gradually in the decade that fol-
lowed, accelerating as she became the first female president of North American Chinese Overseas Transportation Associa-
tion (currently COTA). During these years, we met and enjoined each other’s company at TRB annual meetings in Washing-
ton D.C,, various NACOTA conferences, and trips to different locales in China. We often shared hotel rooms in D.C,,
which gave us the opportunity to learn more about each other. As we talked about thoughts and ideas, families and past life
experiences, we discovered how much we had in common. Our views on work, life, and the secular world are similar. After
high school, we both spent three years in countryside for “re-education” before going to college in 1978 and both of our
fathers were victims of the political witch-hunt movements in China during the past dark years.

All of Fang’s acquaintances would agree that she is an honest, diligent, devoted professional possessing the highest level
of integrity, which is hard to find. She took every task, big or small, seriously and always made her best efforts to complete
these tasks, regardless of their significance in her personal advancements. In addition to performing research projects, she
spent enormous amount of time preparing classes and did exceptional work. | was amazed by her methodical way of putting
graduate GIS courses together. She was highly regarded by her professional peers and deeply appreciated by her students,
evidenced by the flood of get-well cards she received, despite confiding the diagnosis only to a few close friends. Her high
quality performance in the last two years as the Acting Department Chair led to the request for her to assume a higher ad-
ministrative position in the college next year. She was also ranked high in a short list of candidates for a Directorship at a
highly respected transportation research center in another English speaking country. She was at the peak of her professional
life, by all measures, before August 13, 2010.

Although we were linked together professionally, | got to know Zhao Fang mostly outside of her work life. She was the
youngest of five siblings and had a happy family of her own (husband and two children) in Miami, Florida. She is the kindest
person | have ever met, never speaking ill about others. Fang had a big heart towards the less fortunate. While most of us

would be impatient to the persistent phone calls asking for donations, | was not surprised to learn that Fang always spent



time responding to these calls and asking her husband to send checks to these organizations. She surprised the porters car-
rying huge loads of daily supplies climbing the rugged and steep steps in Huangshan by giving them cash and volunteered to
tip the people who dragged the recreational boats along the Yangtze River Tour in 100 Yuan dominations. This humbled the
rest of us sitting on the same boat since we, in response to her suggestion, only put forward 5s or 10s. Fang philanthropic
contributions were part of her being, even though she lived frugally. She wore same dress year after year at TRB’s annual
meetings and at our NACOTA summer conferences. Her natural beauty never needed fancy clothes or additions.

Fang loved nature and all lives fostered by nature. After hearing so much about the Florida Everglades from her, my hus-
band and | took a trip to visit their home in Miami last year. We had such a great time touring the Everglades, complete with
an adventurous canoe outing, an educational boat ride to see American crocodiles and mangrove, and a visit to a resting for-
est for thousands of different species of birds. Because of her, we learned a lot about the animals and plants that habituate
the vast wetland that she loved dearly. Sometimes, her love for nature or animal lives puzzled people. She cultivated all
sorts of native Floridian wildflowers and plants, which were like weeds to my eyes, in their yards. Few residents in her afflu-
ent neighborhood were less than pleased. She passionately won arguments with local people who came asking for the termi-
nation of these weed-like plants. Last year on a trip organize by the NACOTA conference, and hosted by the university in
Harbin, passengers on our tour bus waited while she and her daughter, Leah, released small animals they had purchased back
to the wild forest. | loudly protested and firmly demanded the evacuation of her two loving, mouse-like creatures, whose
waste made an intolerable smell, on our train ride back to Beijing. Now, these memories make me laugh and cry at the same
time, because they are so typical of my friend, Fang Zhao.

In addition to her love of nature, Fang also loved music, art, and mostly books— good classical books. Early in their chil-
dren’s lives, she and Xian Gang made a conscious decision for a TV —free household so that their children would spend time
on constructive things, like music and books. Fang read more classical and contemporary books, mostly in English and a few
in Chinese, than probably any of us who majored in science and engineering. Due to that, she wrote eloquently in English- an
ability many of us struggle with constantly as non-native English speakers. | always admired her clear, concise, and very logical
writing on even the most complicated issues. In our NACOTA circle of friends, Fang was the best technical writer. Due to

her unawareness of pop culture, she inadvertently came off as arrogant when her brother-in-law took her to dine with his

friend JA1, a popular celebrity in China. Afterwards, she asked me who the woman was and why it was a big deal to meet

her.

While Fang and | enjoyed common views on many important things in life, we also differed in some personal traits. One
of the things | admired the most was her unpretentious personality. Some people talk big about themselves, and you hear
their boasting, even in short conversations, about material possessions, professional achievements, outstanding status in soci-
ety, association with well-known figures, degrees from top universities, etc. Fang was exactly the opposite end. You have to
know her well to discover all her shining accomplishments and impressive network of friends and peers, which would make
anyone envious.

Fang is a much stronger and calmer person than | am. The last three and a half months have been a persistent nightmare
to me, and to her family (both immediate and extended). When she realized the end might be near, she tried very hard in
her weakened physical state to make sure her yet-to-graduate student would be taken care of and other professors would
finish her research reports. She was also deeply concerned about the impact on her children and her mother, discussing with
Xiao Gang how to minimize such impacts. When it was time for me to leave the hospital on 12/04/2010, she managed to
open her big, bright eyes and whisper to me “lI am ok.” When | turned back to hug her one more time, telling her, “I will be
back to see you again,” she shook her head as hard as she could since she knew the end was close and she was bravely
ready. Four days after my visit, Fang passed away peacefully in the hospital surrounded by her beloved family and sister from
Beijing. Fang’s sudden passing leaves huge voids in her friends’ heart, many of them were not even aware of her ailment. Just

as she never fully accepted her own beauty, Fang will never realize how many hearts will be broken by the tragic news.
Fang lived a great life, a fulfilled life, a life she had no regrets, and a life worth celebrating. In a small part, | am so proud

and honored to have shared in such a beautiful life and friendship.

Xiaoduan Sun



Fang Zhao
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At 5:10 pm today, our civil and environmental
engineering family, the college, and FIU lost a precious
member — Professor Fang Zhao, Interim Chair of Civil and
Environmental Engineering and Deputy Director of the
Lehman Center for Transportation Research. She fought a
deadly form of lung cancer for the last three months. She
never lost hope, nor did she ever lose her love for her
work. It was only last week that she tried so hard to
whisper in the ears of a colleague who was paying her a
visit at the hospital, whatever she could to help him with
finishing one of their research reports. That is the Fang
Zhao that we all remember.

The light of life left her eyes today, but her lively eyes
and her memory will never leave our minds. She devoted
her entire academic career to FIU, and it is now up to us
to keep her memory alive. The college will raise funds to
establish Fang Zhao Endowment for Women in
Engineering Leadership to celebrate her life and to cherish
her accomplishments. The endowment will help fund

scholarships, lectures, and professorship in her honor.

A graduate of the Beijing Institute of Civil Engineering
and Architecture in China, she moved to the US in the
mid-80" s and received her master and doctorate degrees
in civil engineering from Carnegie Mellon University in
1987 and 1991, respectively. She joined FIU in 1992, and
ever since devoted her time and energy to the
advancement of her department in various capacities. She
specialized in computer applications to civil engineering
problems, Her

particularly transportation problems.

research covered geographic information system (GIS),
engineering databases, visualization techniques,
transportation planning, transit planning and operations,
new transit technologies, artificial neural networks,
knowledge-based expert systems, optimization techniques,
data analysis, and system modeling. She was a nationally
recognized expert on GIS-T, especially on temporal GIS
applications in transportation. For the last three years she
led the department so ably as the interim chair, not only
maintaining its operations, but also significantly enhancing
its enrollment, degrees awarded, and research funding, as
well as obtaining ABET accreditation of its two programs-

civil, and environmental.

Fang is survived by her husband — a former affiliate of
the Lehman Center, a daughter and a son. Her son is

majoring in computer science in our college.

The department and the college will hold a special
event for the celebration of her life. More information will
follow as soon as we can arrange for an appropriate time
with the family and friends.

Amir Mirmiran
Dean of the College of Engineering and Computing
Florida International University



In Memory of Fang Zhao
- Lei Yu

| had never imaged that | would lose a close friend at
such a young age, the age when she is still deadly needed by
her family, her friends, and her profession. The period
between the time when | heard of her illness and the time
when she abruptly left us was so short that | could not really
adjust my personal feeling to accept what has happened.
When | finally realized that my friend, Dr. Fang Zhao, would
never come back again and we would never have another
opportunity to talk face to face at TRB, the deep sadness
suddenly occupied my entire mind. | could not use a word
to express my true feeling, a feeling about the brutal reality
that we lost our Fang Zhao permanently, and a feeling that
the life is indeed short for a great person! While | tried hard
to control myself in order to find right words to memorize
Fang, | naturally clicked the website that was dedicated for
Civil and

Department of Florida International University.

Fang by the Environmental Engineering
At the
moment of reading those messages on the website, | felt
that my sadness was accompanied by a huge pride. | am so
proud of having had such an exceptional friend who had
been loved by so many, who had influenced so many, and
who had lighted herself till the last second of her life. | am

truly proud of Fang!
| first met Fang in 2001 during the TRB meeting. She was
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introduced to me by another friend. At that particular time
of the history, our most common topic, which | believe was
the case for many of early Chinese transportation
professionals in North America, was about how to make
contributions to the transportation development in China.
In the following two years after we first met, | was serving as
the 4™ President of NACOAT and was heavily involved in
various initiatives and events. Fang selflessly helped
NACOTA as well as my own term at times of both
excitement and challenges. We worked together, jointly
with other NACOTA colleagues, to plan and implement a
number of meaningful activities and events. She succeeded
my presidency in January 2004 as the 5" and the first female
President of NACOTA.

continued the momentum and mission of NACOTA and

In her two years’ term, Fang

organized many successful events. Fang was a person who
talked less and did more. She would never hesitate to lend
her hands to anybody whenever and wherever she was
needed. She was honest, reliable, and trustful. In my
experience, Fang had never had real arguments with
anyone. She always expressed herself softly with low and
peaceful voice, but at the same time she was brave and
determined with a character of insisting on principles.
Undoubtedly, she treated all people around her nicely and

friendly.

We are all sad to have lost one of our best friends, one of
the most dedicated professionals in the field of
e transportation
planning, and one
of early pioneers
to promote and
develop NACOTA.
Fang’s life is short,
but
contributions are
At this
time of

her
% so great!
memorizing Fang,

should
inherit her spirit

we all

and carry on her
2 unfinished tasks!



Tribute to Fang Zhao

| was among the very few who knew that
Fang was diagnosed the aggressive lung
cancer early in the fall of 2010. At the
time, while | did not want to believe this :
reality, | had always kept a hope that Fang
can fight through this with her signature
optimistic. Very sadly, all my hopes to
even a slightly optimistic outcome from
her illness came to and end on December
7, 2010 when | heard the news of her
passed away. It was certainly one of the
darkest days in my life.

| first met Fang 12 years ago when |
was attending an ASCE conference in
Miami. One of her students and my BJUT
alumina introduced her to me. | was
immediately impressed by her polite and
kindness when she greeted me and went further voluntarily
gave me an introduction of her school transportation
research projects. | was aware that she was among the early
very few who was taking a university faculty job from
Chinese transportation graduates in US. We gradually
became known each other well when she was elected to the
first female president of NACOTA (currently COTA). She
asked me to be on her advisory panel and emailed or called
me quite frequently, especially during the time approaching
to TRB annual meeting. | got used to her soft and
consultative tone of voices when she wanted to discuss
NACOTA matters with me. She was so dedicated to any
assigned NACOTA tasks, big or small, like collecting dinner
fees and counting heads for activities. She was also the first
NACOTA president to formally establish a professional
NACOTA and World Bank

transportation staff in East Asia and China office from which

relationship  between
| became a sort of point contact person due to my local
presence and long time interact with the Bank transport
network. She did many invaluable things for NACOTA with

very low key that many people did not even notice them.

What is it that we remember when we think of Fang? |
think everyone who knows her well would agree with me on
this. It was her honesty, devotion, diligent with great

integrity. She was the kind of person that would make

she was in a

comfortable when

everyone group
conversation or simply a one-on-one dialog. That is what |
truly miss about Fang. Indeed, she always wanted to make
people happy.

Fang’s death is sudden. She was too young but as it
slowly occurred to me | have realized that she indeed lived
her life wonderfully. Fang was well-loved and she had done
so many things quietly on earth and I’'m sure she’ll do much

more in heaven.

| will forever be grateful to have known Fang. | will
forever be grateful that Fang devoted her professional talent
and efforts to transportation in her beloved countries — US
and China. | will forever be grateful that she was once there
taking the NACOTA leadership role and treated it with high
integrity. All the memories | have shared with her will

forever be cherished and remembered.

Fang will forever live in my heart... In our hearts.

- Jason Wang

Jan. 5, 2011
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Memorles of Dr Fang Zhao

It is with great
sadness that we learn
of another loss very
close to many of us in
the DOT family. On
December 8, 2010 Dr.

cancer. Although Dr.
didn’t [/}
work at DOT, she was g

Fang Zhao

no less like family to
many of us in District
Six.

Dr. Zhao was a
long-time civil
engineering professor
at Florida International University and for the past 3 years
served as the interim chair of the Civil and Environmental
Engineering Department. She was a very dedicated
professor, entirely devoted to FIU, her students, her research
and the advancement of transportation through her
leadership role at the Lehman Center for Transportation
Research. Not only was she incredibly bright — a nationally
recognized expert in temporal GIS applications in
transportation — she was a beautiful and lovely person who
She touched the

fellow faculty members and

treated others kindly and with respect.
lives of her students,
researchers, and she will no doubt be terribly missed.

FIU’s College of Engineering and Computing has
dedicated a page on their website to Dr. Zhao, and through
this site will be providing information on contributing to the
Women

Fang Zhao Endowment for in  Engineering

Leadership and also on how you can participate in the

Feel free to visit http://

www.eng.fiu.edu/cee/DrFangZhao.htm.

celebration of her life.

- Debora M. Rivera, P.E., Director of Transportation Opera-
tions, Florida Department of Transportation, District Six

| was shocked to hear the news of Fang’s passing, and can’t
believe she is gone. What a loss for all her family, her colleagues,

students and friends!
-~ In the short time that |
T

| § knew Fang as a Board
" E

Member of NACOTA,
B F l

she impressed me with
her vision, integrity,
honesty and dedication
to people in the
organization and the
institution itself.  She
was fair, and led tough
initiatives to  make
NACOTA stronger. |
was in awe of her
trustworthiness  and
commitment. Now,
- she is gone, and [ will

miss her immensely.

- Eva Lerner-Lam

I have known Dr. Zhao since 2007 and she has been a
tower of strength and an inspiration to me and to the Civil
Department. If there is any form of assistance you need she
will be the first to either assist you or make contact for you
to get assistance. As we as student all know, that some
things never go as plan at FIU and in the department, but Dr.
Zhao will always be there to make it happen. She is a people
person. She is always smiling. | can never remember a
moment when | don’t see a smile on her face. Her presence
will be greatly missed. Dr. Zhao you have made and left a
mark in my life. One which | know | will be able to utilize to
be successful in my profession. You have taught me what
professionalism is about. You have taught me that life is
more than just making money. You taught me that the true
essence of life is to create an impact in the life of others.
There were many plans we had for the upgrading of the
Geotechnical Engineering aspect of the department but
sadly we never get to finish them together. | know you have
done your best in this life, and the reward will surely be
bestowed upon your family. | am really at tears to know |
won’t see you again. Love and Peace forever. | know your

soul will be resting in Peace.

- Clyde Grey


http://www.eng.fiu.edu/cee/DrFangZhao.htm
http://www.eng.fiu.edu/cee/DrFangZhao.htm

I have known Dr. Zhao on many levels: a faculty
colleague in committees, as associate dean and, like her, a
department chair. She had an easy-going style and always
tried to find the way to compromise whenever difficulties
arose. But you could always tell she had inner strength that
would help her achieve her goals. | had hoped she would
beat this and | was very saddened to hear of her untimely
passing. May she rest in peace and may her memory be a

source of strength to her family.

- Cesar Levy, Associate Dean of the College of Engineering

and Computing

Over the last year and half | had gotten to know Dr. Zhao
and what she stood for. She was full of ideas about how to
help junior faculty, how to help students, how to improve
their language and presentation skills. It is a colossal loss for

our college. We will miss her and her voice of reason.

- Giri Narasimhan, Associate Dean of the College of

Engineering and Computing

I am one of the many lucky people who had the fortune
to become Fang’s friend. The invisible value she has left us
will continue to enrich our lives. We will forever cherish her
gentle elegance, her warmth, her sharp intellect, her
incredible
strength, and her
loving heart. Her
spirit lives, ever
so livelier and
more vividly with

us.

- Jennifer Fu, GIS
LAB Director of
d a

International

FIl ori

University

Dr. Zhao was ke

one of the nicest

persons | ever
met. Always
helpful,  always
cheerful, always
smiling. Even

during the last

few months, she didn’t let us realize how much she was
suffering mentally and physically as she concealed all that
pain behind her smile. We lost not only a great scholar and a

great colleague but we also lost a great person.

- Arindam Gan Chowdhury, Assistant Professor, Department
of CEE and IHRC

| love you Dr. Zhao and will never forget you. Three
months ago when | told a student you were not in and was
not going to be available for a while, his words to me were
“OUR PROTECTOR IS NOT HERE, WHAT ARE WE GOING TO
DO?”

You always saw the good in people and even when sick,
always had the time to listen to them. You taught me so
much. | pray God opens my mind and helps me understand
why such a beautiful human being left us. (Maybe is because
I’'m selfish.)

I don’t need an Angel on my Christmas tree; there is
already one in Heaven looking down on me. In memory of
my beloved friend Dr. Fang Zhao, you will be missed this
Christmas as you have been every day of my life since the
day you went to Heaven. | love you.

-Haydee Caneda, Secretary




I am very saddened to hear that Dr. Fang Zhao passed
away. She was a heavy-hitter in the college. Bur more than
that she was a great friend. We will remember her for her

friendship, professionalism and devotion to work.

- Irtishad Ahmad, student

Dr. Zhao was a wonderful human being. She was a great
boss, and on a personal level, a great friend. She always had
a smile on her face and her eyes always shined. | love you Dr.
Zhao and you will truly be missed. May you rest in peace. My

thoughts and prayers are with her family.

- Laura Osorno, Secretary

Dr. Zhao was a great woman, full of great values. She
always had something nice to say and a smile to give. She
gave me advices about my professional career and also pro-
vided words of wisdom for my role as a parent and working
mother. | am extremely sad about this loss. My thoughts and
prayers are with her family. May her soul rest in peace.

- Lilia Silverio-Minaya, Secretary

Dr. Zhao was a great teacher as well as a mentor. | still
remember the first time | met her back in 2001 in Shanghai,
China when she visited my university and gave a speech
regarding career as a researcher. | chose to come to America

partially due to her influence. It is such a tremendous loss for

us, for FIU and for her families. My charming professor, |

wish you rest in peace.

- Xuesong Zhu, student

Fang Zhao will be remembered for her many roles as an
engineering educator, administrator and family member just
to name a few. | am saddened that someone so vital and
young has left us too soon. Among the many things |
remember about her is her good humor at the CEE vs BME
softball game. Also once we had a discussion about her
lawn, which she said was supporting Florida natural flora to
the consternation of her neighbors. She was a joy to work
with, and although | do not know her as well as many, | too
will miss her presence. My sincere condolences to her family
and friends.

- Stephanie Strange, student

The Civil Engineering Student Protector — Dr. Fhang Zhao

I truly love you Dr. Zhao. You were such a nice person and
always ready to help. Sorry, every time | came to see you, |
was asking for your assistance. Now, | graduated, and | got a
job. And I’m working hard for the betterment of my career

and my family. But, | will never see you again in this world.

I definitely will contribute to the Fang Zhao Endowment
for Women in Engineering Leadership. That’s all | can do
now. But, that still does not help. | just miss you so much!

- Yilei Shi
My

condolences to Dr. Zhao’s

deepest

family and friends. Her
kind heart and graceful
ways will be missed. She
was a pillar of our
community who endlessly
helped us in time of need.
| am eternally grateful for
the impact she had on my
life and | regret waiting
until now to tell her. Dr.
Zhao, thank you! May you

rest in peace.

- Charlie Duverge



Dr. Zhao is my advisor in
Florida International University.
She

professor | had ever seen. |

was a very devoted
chose her GIS class in the first
semester | came here. At that
time, she revised our reports
word by word for each one of us
(there are totally 30 students in
her class). In the end, we all got
almost totally different reports.
| was ashamed because the raw
report | hastily submitted should
not disserve her work. In the fall
semester of this year, regardless
her bad situations, she still read
through my dissertation and
lot of useful

suggestions. In the 9" of November 2010, less than one

gave me a

month before her passing, she still attended my dissertation

defense. | am honored to have such great advisor in my life.

She was also very strict on research and had zero
tolerance on error in research. She was so smart and so strict
that her comments were our nightmare after we finished a
report or paper. We had to totally rerun the models or read
more literatures to answer her questions. She exemplified a

responsible professional in our society.

She was generous to students. She never criticized us
when we had slow progress in the research; instead, she
enlightened and encouraged us to find new way to solve the
problems. She was also a protector for students, she always
was the first person to either assist students or make contact
for students to get assistance. | remember that she paid the
application fee for the students overseas in poor conditions.
S he also organized a lot of activities such as soccer or
softball games to enhance the connections among students
from different countries. | am in a great sorrow for losing
such a great advisor. Sometimes, | have to comfort myself by
imaging that maybe in the heaven God needs such an
outstanding person to do some more important things. Dr.
Zhao, thank you so much for everything you did for us, you

will live in our heart forever.

- Hongbo Chi, Student

Civil Engineering

Like most of us, | was shocked when | heard the news

that Dr. Zhao was no longer with us. | have been thinking a
lot these days and still am not able to accept such a crucial
truth. Ever since then, those vivid memories have been
flowing in my mind.

The first time | met Dr. Zhao was a sunny afternoon,
though I did not have the right mood to enjoy that day. Back
then, | was switching majors and a lot of uncertainties were
around me. | went to talk to Dr. Zhao was only because |
heard other Chinese students saying she was such a nice
person and always willing to help others. | hesitated a long
time before | stepped into her office and with all the courage
| started saying, “I am interested in joining your program...”.
After reviewing my qualifications, she looked at me with an
elegant smile for a long time and finally said “I think we are

able to provide you a position”. She just lightened up my life.

Ever since then, | was introduced into a whole new area
which fascinates me and becomes my career. It is well
known that Dr. Zhao is a nice person but very strict in
academics. Those difficult and extensive courses taught by
her, such as GIS and travel demand analysis, turn out to be
the only ones | am able to remember and apply proficiently.
L Looking at those text books and notes, it is just like
yesterday when she stood in front of us, pointing to the

slides, explaining the complicated issues in a simplified



language, smiling to us with her big and shining eyes, tears

are just coming out of my eyes.

It is she who guided me through the process of doing
research projects initially. The first project | joined was not
quite in my area. She advised me in a systematic way and
was always patient to me even though she was having
pressure from the other side. Finally, under her advisory, we
were able to finish that project with very encouraging

results.

I graduated early this year and went to work in Virginia. |
went to her office to say goodbye before | left Miami. We
had a pretty pleasant talk. At that time, | was still working
on a paper with her. Finally she said “Our door is always
open and welcome back at any time. Do not ignore me when
| send you emails about the paper”, again with her big
shining eyes and charming smile. | never expected that

would be the last talk and the paper would never be finished.

This is the Dr. Zhao we all know. A brilliant person, who
really helped us, impacted us and left lots of memories to us.

Of course, she will be remembered by us, all of us, forever.

- Huijing Qiang, Student

In my 2 years in the FIU engineering campus, Dr. Zhao

was the only professor who was involved and concerned

about her students outside the
classroom. For example, she
suggested |  submit an
application for a scholarship she
felt | had a great chance to win.
After helping me thru the
application process and going
thru several interviews, | won
the scholarship as faculty
advisor for Chi Epsilon, she
helped me in every way possible
with my classes and my
involvement in the engineering
campus. | graduated in 2003
¥ and she continued her support
in my career for years. It’s unfair
to lose such a great engineer,
but worst of all, to lose such a
great person in every aspect!
You will be missed Dr. Zhao! My deepest condolences to your
family and friends!

- Roberto C. Gutierrez

The first time | met her was in Wang Fu Jing Street in
Beijing for the graduate admission interview. She gave me a
smile and treated me a cup of coffee. | was shocked by her
elegant image. The second time | met her was in her home in
Beijing to pick up my offer letter. She was cooking for her
mother and treated me a bowl! of soup; | was shocked by her
kind-hearted. The N time | met her was in her office at FIU.
She seriously criticized my carelessness and effortlessness on
my assignment. | was shocked by her seriousness. The N+1
time | met her was back to her office with my redone
assignment. She gave me a “naughty” laugh, and said “sorry
about what | did just now. | did it on purpose. | know you
could do great! See, | am right.” | was “angry” by her
archness. The second time to the last | saw her was in the
hospital. She was weak and skinny. She gave me a deep kiss
and said she would never give up. | was shocked by her spirit.
The last time | saw her was still in the hospital. She was
covered by a white bed sheet, from feet to head. | was
shocked by this truth. Her loss is one which it will be difficult

to overcome.

- Jinyan Lu



Dr. Zhao, may your soul rest in peace. | was extremely
shocked when | heard that you were fighting against deadly
lung cancer. | chose not to believe it at first when Hongbo
told me that sad news. You were so healthy in the party you
prepared for me at the end of June. On the 31st of July you
were still reviewing our TRB paper. On the 19th of
September we were still discussing ASCE paper. The last
email | received from you was on the 21st of September, in
which you sent me the EIC website address of celebrating my
Daniel B. Fambro Student Paper Award. In the emails you
never leaked out a word about your sickness. Even now,
what | can read from the emails are still your calmness,
strong heart and positive attitude. You are still alive in my

mind and we will miss you forever, Dr. Zhao.
- Chenxi Lu

The statement below was circulated around a group of us
who have depended on Fang Zhao’s collaboration and
support of research on human dimensions of disasters. | read
the testimonials here realizing as | had not before that we
are part of a huge community who depended on her
research leadership, brilliant scholarship and technical skills,
teaching, and true friendship.

“With Fang Zhao's passing we lose a dear friend and the
colleague who most contributed to cross-disciplinary
research at FIU. Since she came to FIU in the year of
Hurricane Andrew she has
understood and acted on the
importance of linking social
science and GIS with her
engineering work in research
on disasters and urban
sustainability. She

with

was a
Walt

Peacock, Betty Morrow, and

collaborator

me on many projects since
then, Co-Pl on one of our NSF
projects, and key research
person on others (including
one current). Through her
wonderful
leading GIS

expert at FIU, students who

abilities as a

teacher and

learned so much from her

classes were not just in engineering but across the university.
We who worked with her will have to redouble our efforts to

try to compensate as best we can for this enormous loss.”

- Hugh Gladwin
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| knew Dr. Zhao’s name much longer than | met her

during TRB in Washington D. C., | am impressed by her

determination for research excellence, her attractive

personality, her attitude toward professional integrity from
my conversations with her and from other mouths. Her
elegant image in my fresh memory is the charming professor
who stands in front of her students’ posters explaining the
big scope and the small details in the project. Wish her soul

in peace and her family members strong to face future.

- Haizhong Wang
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| am struggling for the right words to express my grief
over Fang's passing away in merely 10 days after |
learned she was terminally ill.

| came to know Zhao Fang in 2004 when she was
elected the first female president of NACOAT (currently
COTA) and | served on NACOTA board of directors. | at-
tended the 4" International Conference of Chinese Trans-

portation Professionals (58 /& R i@z i A F& EFR

ZAR#IFL) in Wuhan, China, 15-19 June, 2004, which

Zhao Fang co-chaired with the vice president of Wuhan
University of Technology. Coming from the railway world, |
am unable to say much about Fang’s professional qualifi-
cations and achievements. | am sure hers would easily
dwarf mine as she also physically dwarfed me. Also, in the
last six years, | have learned she was not a person who
would be content with yesterday’s glory, or would ever live
on promise. She said what she meant and delivered what
she promised.

During the Wuhan conference and the post-conference
Yangtze River cruise, | was fortunate to know more about
Fang than | normally would, thanks to her daughter Leah
and my daughter Helen. Leah and Helen were the only
two girls in their age group, hanging out together wherever
we went. | was amazed by Fang’'s passionate love of na-
ture and the generous care she displayed for the people
that she did not even know. On the bus from Wuhan to
Yichang and on the boat cruise, Fang told us how much
she admired the beauty of nature. As the boat was sailing
along Wuxia Gorge towards Baidi City, she told me that if
she had means she would buy a house on the river bank
and enjoy the beautiful scenery every day, pointing to the
houses dotting the green forest that drapes the river bank.
Helen and | were on the same pea-pot boat (skiff) with
Fang and Leah during the Shennong Stream drifting. We
pleasantly witnessed Fang’s generosity when she tipped
the tow-men who hauled our boat up stream in large
amounts, an event that Professor Sun Xiaoduan also
penned in her article.

Fang was surprisingly open and honest. On the bus
back to Wuhan, our conversations encompassed a wide
range of topics, much on our college experiences, chil-
dren’s education, personal interests, and family relation-
ships. That was when we learned much about each other.
When | told her that my father died of liver cancer at age
of 51, she showed great pity. It struck me really hard when
she died not much older than my father. My sorrow grows
deeper since | will not be able to fulfill my promise to play
host to show her around Australia one day, as she once

expressed
her desire to
visit Australia
of which | am
a citizen. |
feel sorry that
| could not go
to Qing-
Cheng Moun-
tain with her
after the Wu-

han confer-
ence when
she invited

us. | also regret that | was
unable to accept her invitation | |
to tour Inner Mongolia with
her and Leah following the
5th International Conference M
of Chinese Transportation
Professionals in Xian, China.

It is really unfair that the .
cancer has robbed us of all the beautiful dreams and
memories of Fang and that she departed the world so
abruptly. My sadness is only tempered by the knowledge
that my well-wish card arrived at her bedside just in time.
My heart was aching when | learned Fang whispered my
name while reading my card.

Life is like a river. It has both smooth and rough
patches. It has swift currents and even hidden reefs under
calm surfaces. But it will evenly reach its destiny regard-
less which route it takes. Fang has lived a purposeful life,
and completed her journey well worth celebrating.

Fang’s countless friends may think | am one of her close
friends. | am actually just one of many. Fang made every-
one feel as if she was one of their dearest friends, be-
cause she had cherished so many souls.

| would like to share a few quotes with Fang’s family and
friends, which | now understand better than ever.

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, love leaves a mem-
ory no one can steal. - From Ireland
Life is eternal, and love is immortal, and death is only a horizon;
and a horizon is nothing save the limit of our sight.

- Rossiter Worthington Raymond

When someone you love becomes a memory, the memory be-
comes a treasure.

In tears, | wish Fang peace in eternity.

Yu-Jiang Zhang


http://www.nacota.org/htdocs/China_Conferences/Wuhan2004/events2004-1.html
http://www.nacota.org/htdocs/China_Conferences/Wuhan2004/events2004-1.html
http://www.nacota.org/htdocs/China_Conferences/Wuhan2004/events2004-1.html
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